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Collections in the Landscape  

Buxton Museum and Art Gallery, Terrace Road, Buxton Derbyshire SK17 6DA 

 

BRIEF FOR ANIMATION PRODUCTION 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Buxton Museum and Art Gallery is part of Derbyshire County Council, Environment, 

Transport and Communities Department. Collections in the Landscape is a development 

opportunity being delivered at Buxton Museum which is supported by the Council and has 

been awarded Stage 2 funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF). The programme will 

run to December 2017. The gross cost of the project is £1,583,000, including capital and 

revenue expenditure.  

 

Buxton Museum requires an experienced person(s) to create a series of short animations 

that blend together historic images and oral history records in the museum collections.  

 

This document is laid out in two parts: 

Section One: Background Information to Collections in the Landscape  

Section Two: The project brief 
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Section One:   Background Information to Collections in the Landscape 

  

1. Introduction 

 

Buxton Museum and Art Gallery was established in 1893, and moved to the Peak 

Buildings on Terrace Road in 1927. In 2018, it will celebrate its 125th anniversary. 

 

At the heart of its collections is archaeology and geology relating to the Peak District, 

accompanied by documentary archives, fine and decorative art and human history 

collections.  The principal gallery, the Wonders of the Peak, winner of the 1989 BBC 

Natural History Museum of the Year award, is a much loved installation but is in 

need of a complete overhaul.  

 

During a Stage 1 development project supported by the HLF, Buxton Museum 

developed Collections in the Landscape to explore the opportunities digital 

technology can provide to non-visitors to the museum, who visit the Peak District for 

walking, cycling and holidays, as well as museum visitors who are more digitally 

aware. This research informed the intended redevelopment of the Wonders of the 

Peak gallery. Collections in the Landscape will include innovative and interactive 

digital developments, making the collections accessible in the gallery, in the 

landscape and online.  

These elements will join seamlessly together. The programme will engage staff and 

volunteers to assist with researching collections, creating images, preparing texts, 

trialling software and informing development of the displays.   

Derbyshire County Council has received a HLF Stage 2 pass to deliver this 

programme. Collections in the Landscape will allow the complete renewal of the 

museum’s principal gallery, alongside an innovative approach to interpreting 

museum collections using digital media within the Derbyshire landscape. At the 

same time, the Council is taking the opportunity to improve the visitor services 

within the museum. 
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2. Aims 

Collections in the Landscape will: 

 Deliver a renewed Wonders of the Peak gallery, including integration of digital 

interpretation such as touch tables, mobile and localised digital resources. The 

gallery will display 10% more objects within a space of 160 square metres. It is 

anticipated to have a life span of 15/20 years, but there will be flexibility for 

displays to be refreshed and renewed. 

 

 Develop and deliver a mobile experience in the landscape, the ‘Pocket Wonders’, 

providing innovative access to collections for visitors and non-visitors. These will 

be developed for mobile devices to be used in the landscape and where 

connectivity is challenging (early version – www.pocketwonders.co.uk).  

 

 Use a variety of social media and other affordable shared platforms to develop 

‘Armchair Wonders’ which address the way people of a variety of ages and 

knowledge interact with the museum’s collections. 

 

 

3. Background Information 

 

Buxton Museum has been granted funding by the Bingham Trust to produce engaging 

content focused on the history of Buxton. This content will be used and published 

through a range of means – not least on the new mobile and online platforms being 

developed by Collections in the Landscape.  

The museum has a large archive of prints and photographs that record more than 250 

years of the town’s history. Oral history recordings held at the museum and at 

Derbyshire Record Office are another important resource for the study of local 

history. We would like to link some these collections together in a way that will 

delight and inform our visitors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.pocketwonders.co.uk/
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SECTION 2: THE BRIEF 

 

1. Key Deliverables for Animation Production 

The animations will bring the museum’s static images to life – to inform and delight visitors 

in the town’s history. They will provide visual stimulus for oral history recordings and bring 

together two important parts of the collection into one place. 

The animator(s) will work with staff at the museum to access, select and edit suitable 

media for inclusion. 

o To produce a number of short animations – each no more than 60 seconds long – 

that combine prints or photographs with oral history recordings   

o To work with the project team to access and select suitable material for animation 

o To edit as necessary audio and image files to be included in the final animations 

o To communicate with the project team throughout the creative process in order to 

ensure quality, content, themes and format meet the desired outcomes 

o To deliver best value for the project  

o To work in a constructive, communicative and co-operative way with the Collections 

in the Landscape board and staff 

 

2. Submission of Proposal 

Expression of interest are invited in which you: 

 Introduce your approach to developing content and media for museums and 

galleries 

 Introduce members of your team and their expertise to deliver areas of the project 

they will have responsibility for, providing a CV for each team member 

 Provide evidence/examples of recent projects that you have worked on within the 

last three years, alongside digital links to these projects 

 Explain how you will manage a good relationship between your company, Buxton 

Museum and Art Gallery, the Collections in the Landscape and Derbyshire County 

Council 

 Detail exactly what you are able to offer for the budget available and in the 

timescale allowed for the project.  
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3. Timescale 

The deadline for expressions of interest is Friday 12th November. Applicants will be notified 

by Friday 19th November. 

If offered the work - animations need to be completed and handed over by March 2017. 

 

4. Fees 

The budget for this project is £3,000. Tenderers are expected to detail how much they can 

produce for this fee. An assessment of the quantity and quality of work offered will form 

part of the scoring process. 

The fee will be payable in 2 parts in arrears, on receipt of an invoice, the final being on 

successful completion.  

 

5. Criteria 

The following criteria will be used when scoring tenders. It is strongly suggested that your 

tender submission clearly addresses each of the criteria above.  

Creative approach (40%) 

Scoring will be based on your approach to developing animating content for museums, 

galleries and digital spaces. 

Proposed team (20%) 

Scoring will be based on individual team member CVs, experience, previous projects, and 

their creativity and commitment. 

Relationships (20%) 
Scoring will be based on your experience and ability to communicate and work with a 
range of different stakeholders. 

 
Work offered (20%) 

This will include an assessment of the quantity of the work offered for the fee available. 

Tenders will be scored out of 100. 

 

 

6. Location and Equipment 
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You will be based at your own premises with some access to office facilities at Buxton 

Museum and Art Gallery.  Some travel may be required in order to participate in key 

meetings. 

The successful applicant will be expected to provide their own equipment. The museum 

will provide access to the collections and digital files required. 

 

7. IPR 

The project will be subject to the HLF’s standard terms of grant and in particular you will 

agree that: 

 IPR in all reports and digital resources created for the project is assigned to 

Derbyshire County Council;  

 Software tools used for creation of the digital resources must allow Derbyshire 

County Council to licence the digital outputs under the Creative Commons model 

licence Attribution Non-Commercial; 

 Digital resources created for this project cannot be used for commercial purposes 

without the HLF’s prior written consent.  

 

 

8. Reporting 

Day to day co-ordination of this role will be with Joe Perry - Joe.Perry@derbyshire.gov.uk.  

The successful organisation will report to the Derbyshire Museums Manager and the 

Collections in the Landscape board.  Communication will be person to person, by phone, 

e-mail, skype and/or video conferencing. 

 

10.  Insurance 

Please self-certify whether you already have, or can commit to obtain, prior to the 

commencement of the contract, the levels of insurance cover indicated below: 

*Employer’s (Compulsory) Liability Insurance = £5 million  

Public Liability Insurance = £5 million  

Professional Indemnity Insurance = £2 million  

mailto:Joe.Perry@derbyshire.gov.uk
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* It is a legal requirement that all companies hold Employer’s (Compulsory) Liability 

Insurance of £5 million as a minimum. Please note this requirement is not applicable to 

Sole Traders. 


